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TAGS: MASS, PFOR. PK, IN 

SUBJ: PAKISTAN TIMES STORY ON MILITARY SUPPLY 
REF: A. STATE 226541 B. ISLAMABAD 8802 

FOLLOWING IS COMPLETE TEXT OF STORY FROM SEPTEMBER 23 
EDITION OF PAKISTAN TIMES. EMBASSY COMMENTS FOLLOW 
SEPTEL. 

BEGIN QUOTE: U.S. CONSIDERING PAKISTAN'S ARML 
UWWD 

LIST - FROM H. K. BURKI - OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT - 
ISLAMABAD, SEPT. 22: 

PAKISTAN'S FIRST LIST OF WEAPONS IT WANTS TO 
PURCHASE FROM THE UNITED STATES IS NOW BEING PROCESSED 
IN WASHINGTON. THE LIST IS BELIEVED TO HAVE BREN 
SUBMITTED BY PAKISTAN A COUPLE OF MONTHS AGO. 

THIS HIGH PRIORITY LIST CONTAINS ONLY DEFENSIVE 
WEAPONS, INCLUDING TOW ANTI-TANK MISSILES, HOWITZERS, 
HELICOPTERS AND MILITARY EQUIPMENT. THUS, SUBJECT TO 
AVAILABILITY, THE SALE OF THESE WEAPONS IS EXPECTED 
TO GO THROUGH. 
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AS IS WELL KNOWN, PAKISTAN ALSO NEEDS REPLACE- 
EMENTS FOR ITS AGING AIRCRAFT, SHIPS AND TANKS. IT IS 
KEEN TO ACQUIRE GROUND-TO AIR MISSILES FOR THE DEFENCE 
OF ITS CITIES. THERE ARE INDICATIONS THAT THESE 
REQUIREMENTS WOULD BE HARDER TO MEET FOR VARIOUS 
REASONS. 

FIRSTLY. PAKISTAN'S LIMITED FINANCIAL RESOURCES 
MAY NOT ENABLE IT TO BUY EVERYTHING IT NEEDS FROM THE 
UNITED STATES, FOR ALL SUCH SALES ARE TO BE ON THE 
BASIS OF HARD CASH. SECONDLY, EVERY SALE ABOVE 25 
MILLION DOLLARS REQUIRES CLEARANCE FROM THE UNITED 
STATES CONGRESS. THIRDLY. NOT ALL THE WEAPONS, 
PARTICULARLY THE MORE ADVANCED AIRCRAFT, MAY BE MADE 
AVAILABLE BY THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT FOR POLITICAL 
REASONS. 

QUITE APART FROM THE ANTI-WEAPONS LOBBY IN 
WASHINGTON, THE UNITED STATES IS STILL QUITE MINDFUL 
OF INDIA'S REACTION TO ANY WEAPONS SALES TO PAKISTAN. 

IT MAY BE RECALLED THAT WHEN THE DECADE-OLD EMBARGO 
WAS LIFTED LAST SPRING, THE UNITED STATES HAD MADE IT 
KNOWN THAT IT WOULD NOT DO ANYTHING TO UPSET THE CURRENT 
MILITARY BALANCE IN THE SUB-CONTINENT. 

THE ACTUAL POSITION REGARDING THESE WEAPONS WHICH 
HAVE ALSO AN OFFENSIVE CAPABILITY, MAY NOT CRYSTALLISE 
FOR A WHILE. BUT BEARING IN MIND THIS UNCERTAINTY 
AND DEPENDING ON PAKISTAN'S PRIORITIES AND ITS PUR- 
CHASING POWER, IT IS NOT INCONCEIVABLE THAT SOME OF 
THESE WEAPONS MAY BE SOUGHT FROM OTHER SOURCES. 

SINCE PAKISTAN HAS TO MAKE CASH PAYMENTS, IT 
SHOULD BE IN A POSITION TO SHOP AROUND FOR THE BEST 
BUY WITHOUT HAVING TO WORRY WHETHER OR NOT THE RE- 
QUIRED WEAPON WILL BE AVAILABLE. BESIDES, PAST 
EXPERIENCE WOULD REQUIRE THAT TOO MUCH RELIANCE SHOULD 
NOT BE PLACED ON ONE SOURCE OF SUPPLY. THUS, PAKISTAN 
IS BELIEVED TO HAVE EXPLORED OTHER SOURCES AS WELL. 

END QUOTE. 
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